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to set Monmouth on the throne, and Churchill was sent to
fetch James over. He came at once most obviously disguised.
We have a spirited account by Lord Longford of his journey.
LONDON
Sept. 6, 1679
* To LORD ARRAN
In my last I gave your Lordship an account of the surprizal we
all had at the Duke's arrival on Monday night. He left Brussels
in a disguise of a black perruquc only and a plain stuff suit
without his Star and Garter, rode post to Calais with my Lord
Peterborough, Colonel Churchill, Mr Doyley and two footmen
but not in their livery. He then took ship and it was so bad a
sail that though he had no ill wind he was nineteen hours at sea
before he landed at Dover. Me went immediately to the post
house where Churchill like a French officer in his scarf represented
the best man in the company and being known to the post master,
he [the postmaster] welcomed him, took him by the hand, said
he was glad to see him, but swore by God he should be much
gladder to see a better man than he and at an instant looked
full in the Duke's face, when he knew it would not seem [be
seemly] to take notice of him, because he saw him in disguise.
Churchill was mounting upon the best horse and just as the
Duke was mounting, another man who belonged to the post
office went to the other side of the Duke, looked full in his
face, and whispered so softly to himself that nobody could
have heard him but the Duke took no notice, but rode on.
These were the only persons that knew him upon the road.
And yet they kept his secret. My Lord Peterborough and
Doyley were outridden so that only His Highness and Churchill
with one footman arrived on Monday in the evening at seven
of the clock at the Barbican in Smithfield where they took a
hackney coach and drove to the law office in Lombard Street,
where Churchill alighted and went to see if Phil Froude was at
home, but he being abroad, Churchill left a letter for him to
follow him to Sir Allen Apsley's when he came home, not
acquainting him that the Duke was come. At Sir Allen's the
Duke supped and went to bed there, and at three in the morning
took coach for Windsor, his arrival being kept secret till he was gone
thither, where he arrived about seven, and came into the King's
withdrawing room at the moment my Lord Sussex, who was